---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: melanie whitlock <whitlockmelanie01@gmail.com>

Date: Wed, Aug 30, 2017 at 3:29 PM

Subject: Old Oak Neighbourhood Plan Area Application Designation

To: Ben.Coleman@Ibhf.gov.uk, "Cllr S Cowan (Council Leader)"
<stephen.cowan@Ibhf.gov.uk>, Sue.Fennimore@Ibhf.gov.uk, Clir W Harcourt
<wesley.harcourt@Ibhf.gov.uk>, lisa.noman@Ibhf.gov.uk, "Cllr Jones Andrew:
H&F" <andrew.jones@Ilbhf.gov.uk>, Sue.Macmillan@Ibhf.qgov.uk,
max.schmid@Ibhf.gov.uk

Cc: natalia.perez@Ibhf.gov.uk, "Butler Matt: H&F" <Matt.Butler@Ibhf.gov.uk>,
"Tom Ryland (Chair, Hammersmith Society)" <tomryland@cparchitects.com>, Henry
Peterson <henry_peterson@msn.com>, Angela Clarke <aficlarke@gmail.com>,
michael.mulhern@opdc.london.gov.uk, peter.farnham@]london.gov.uk,
matt.butler@Ilondon.gov.uk, isabelle.haddow@Ilondon.gov.uk,
jo.rowlands@Ibhf.gov.uk, kim.dero@london.gov.uk, Mark Walker
<markjonathonwalker@gmail.com>

Dear Cabinet Member,

| am writing on behalf of the Hammersmith Society in relation to the item Old
Oak Neighbourhood Plan Area Application Designation at the next Cabinet
Meeting on 4 September.

The Hammersmith Society is in favour of the proposed Old Oak
Neighbourhood Forum and eventual Neighbourhood Plan. You have received
detailed comments from the Old Oak Interim Neighbourhood Forum dated 28
August , and | will not repeat those points here other than to say we support
their comments. | would like to emphasise the following:

A decision to refuse the Neighbourhood Forum should await decision by the
OPDC Planning Committee and OPDC Board on 6 and 12 September. The
OPDC is the lead authority, and the LBHF officer’s report does not explain
what the OPDC are proposing and the OPDC does not explain what H&F is
proposing. It is essential there should be “joined up” decision making.

In the officer’s report the Hammersmith Society is not listed among
respondents, despite the fact that we wrote on 13 June 2017 in support of the
proposals, copying our response to planning officers and to Cllr Harcourt . We
have not been able to find on the council’s website Appendix B which is stated
to have a full list of respondents .

There still seems to be widespread lack of awareness of the scale and impact
of the OPDC development, and the impact it will have on neighbouring
communities. Failure to support a sound and carefully prepared
Neighbourhood Plan, such as we are confident OONF would prepare, will
lead to a democratic deficit in the area, where development is already
developer-led rather than plan-led. We fail to understand why the Council
would reject an initiative (which is legislated for in the Localism Act 2011)
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whereby residents have some real say in the future of this massive projected
community.

Finally, The officer’s report says at 6.3 “...The Council acknowledges that the
OPDC area will have an impact upon the surrounding areas, however, there
are other channels for communities and individuals to be involved in the
process, such as commenting on the Local Plan process and planning
applications, and attending consultation events in the area.” In response to
this statement we point out

e This application is about a Neighbourhood Plan: the Localism Act does
not say that the presence of a Local Plan mitigates the grounds for
creating a Neighbourhood Plan. The report statement quoted above is
irrelevant to the discussion;

e We can say, on the basis of attending numerous consultative events
organised by the OPDC in connection with the Local Plan, by
developers regarding their own proposals, and by the fantastically
hardworking local forum the Grand Union Alliance, that it is absolutely
unrealistic to claim that the Local Plan path — which is controlled by a
highly structured and pre-planned process - offers a way for
communities to materially influence the character of development. Nor
does it offer an ongoing forum after the plan text is adopted.

In short, a Neighbourhood Forum is the only way we are aware of to avoid a
democratic deficit in the massive planning challenge which is the Old Oak
area and we urge Cabinet not to refuse it

Kind regards,

Melanie Whitlock

Vice Chair

The Hammersmith Society

campaigning for over 50 years



